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AS AN UNREFORMED BOAT BUILDING ADDICT I HAVE ADDED TO MY AFLICTION. BOATS, 
BOATS, BOATS, THEY ARE EVERYWERE. TWO IN THE YARD AND TWO IN THE SHED AND 
MORE IDEAS EVERYDAY ON DUCKWORKS. 

THIS YEAR MARKED MY RUBY (40) ANNIVERSARY WITH MY BRIDE. A BOAT NAMED RUBY 
SCREAMED TO BE BUILT.

DUCKWORKS BEGAN TO MARKET THE PLANS OF A GENIUS NAMED KEN SIMPSON WHO 
DESIGNED AND BUILT TOTER AND THE E Z NESTING CANOE. THE BOAT BUILDING GODS 
MUST HAVE ALIGNED THESE EVENTS FOR A REASON.

I COULD SEE COMBINING THESE GREAT BOATS INTO ONE.

FIRST EACH SECTION COULD WEIGH UP TO 40 POUNDS, I CAN STILL LIFT 40 POUNDS. 
SECOND IF THE MIDDLE SECTION WAS 48 INCHES AND THE STERN SECTION WAS 42 
INCHES AND THE BOW SECTION WAS 36 INCHES THE BOAT WAS 10 1/2 FEET LONG AND 
STACKED INSIDE EACH OTHER WOULD FIT INSIDE THE BACK OF MY SMALL PICK UP 
WITH A CAMPER TOP.

MY RUBY IS A ELEGANT PUNT VERSION OF KEN SIMPSON'S CANOE. THE MIDDLE 
SECTION WAS FIRST. IT WAS 48 INCHES LONG INCLUDING THE SPLINES WHICH LOCK 
THE PARTS TOGETHER. THE MID FRAME WAS 32" AT THE GUNNEL AND 28" ON THE 
BOTTOM. THE ENDS WERE 31" AT THE TOP AND 26" AT THE BOTTOM. THE SPLINES 
WERE 1X4 CUT IN HALF ON 45% ANGLE. I TOOK ANOTHER PAGE FROM KEN SIMPSON 
AND USED LOTS OF TITEBOND 111 ALONG WITH MY OLD STAND- BY PL PREMIUM. THE 
TWO GLUES ARE THE OPPOSITE IN VISCOSITY BUT WORK WELL. I USED LUAN 
PLYWOOD BECAUSE IT IS LIGHT AND I AM CHEAP. I SEALED THE CLAY FILL INS IN THE 
LUAN WITH THE TITEBOND. I RIPPED THE GUNNELL AND BOTTOM STRIPS FROM 2X4S. I 
USED FURRING STRIPS TO MAKE A FRONT-TO-BACK SEAT IN THE MIDDLE AND STERN 
SECTIONS. THE BOW AND STERN SECTIONS MEET THE MID SECTION WITH MATCHING 
DEMENSIONS. THE STERN SECTION IS 42" IN LENGTH. THE BOW TRANSOM AND THE 
REAR TRANSOM ARE SANDWICHES OF LUAN AND FURRING STRIPS. FIRST THE 
PATTERN FOR EACH SECTION WAS LAID OUT ON LUAN. THE FURRING STRIPS 
OUTLINED THE PATERN USING TITEBOND. THIS WAS CUT OUT AS IT DRIED AND A TOP 
SECTION OF LUAN WAS SET IN TITEBOND. THE FRONT TRANSOM IS 18" HIGH AND 12" 
ACROSS AT BOTTOM AND TOP. THE REAR TRANSOM 18" HIGH WITH A HANDLE SET IN 
AT THE TOP. IT IS 24" AT THE BOTTOM AND 28" AT THE GUNNELL ANGLING UP TO THE 
HANDLE. I MADE A WOODEN HANDLE FOR THE BOW AND SCREWED IT ON THE FRONT 
TRANSOM. 

FIRST TRIALS WERE RUN USING HOOK AND EYE FASTNERS, THE BOW SECTION WANTED TO 
FLOAT UP AND AWAY. THE HOOK AND EYES WERE REPLACED WITH 5/16" BOLTS AND WING 
NUTS. THIS MAKES FOR A RIGID CANOE THAT TRACKS WELL. WITH A 75 POUND BEAUTY IN 
THE STERN AND A 190 POUND GRANPA IN THE MIDDLE, RUBY DREW ABOUT 3".

I HAVE RIGGED UP A SIMPLE CANOE SAIL WITH TWO 4 FOOT PIECES OF PVC AND A SMALL PIECE OF 
POLYTARP. PIPE CLAPS HOLD THE PVC IN PLACE. IT WORKS TO A DEGREE BUT IS HARD TO SEE 
AROUND.

FISHING IN RUBY IS COMFORTABLE WITH PLENTY OF ROOM FOR TACKLE.

I USE A KAYAK DOUBLE PADDLE AND SIT ON A STADIUM CHAIR ON TOP OF A CUSHION.

NOW, WHAT IF, THE MIDDLE WENT TO 6 FEET AND THE STERN 51/2 AND THE BOW 
5FEET!!!!

Fred Nightz


